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and the water is quite muddy." The Malla princes ruled
by turn over the country. When the time for ruling had
not yet come, or had passed, many of them devoted their
time to the pursuit of trade. Notwithstanding this objec-
tion, Buddha repeated three times the injunction. Ananda
at last took up Phra's patta and went to the stream to
fetch water. How great was his surprise when he found
the water clear and limpid. He said to himself: u Great
indeed is the power of Buddha, who has worked such a
wonderful change in this stream." He filled the patta
with water and brought it to his great teacher, who drank
of it.

Prince Poukatha had been a disciple of the Rathee
Alara. He came to Buddha, and said to him, whilst he
was under the shade of the tree: cc Great indeed is the
peace and calm composure of mind of the Rahans. On a
former occasion," added he, " whilst the Rathee Alara was
travelling, he went to rest under the shade of a tree, at a
small distance, by the wayside. A merchant with five
hundred carts happened to pass by. A man that followed
at a distance came to the place where Alara was resting,
and inquired of him if he had seen the five hundred carts
that had just passed by. Alara replied that he was not
aware that any cart had come in sight. The man at first
suspected that Alara was unsound in his mind, but lie was
soon convinced that what he was at first inclined to attri-
bute to mental derangement was caused by the sublime
abstraction of the Rathee from all that was taking place."

Buddha having heard this story, rejoined: " Which is, in
your opinion, the more wonderful occurrence, to see a man
in his senses and awake not to notice the passing of five
hundred carts or even of one thousand, or to see another
man, equally awake and in the enjoyment of his mental
faculties, who did not hear the violence of a storm, a heavy
fall of rain, accompanied with loud peals of thunder and
uninterrupted flashes of lightning ? In former times, I,
the Buddha, was sitting under a small shed. A most.